
St. Mary's Catholic Combined School Poole
ADMISSIONS POLIC Y 2008/ 2009

St Mary’s is a voluntary aided combined school, part of the Catholic
Diocese of Plymouth and worki ng in partnership with St Joseph’s
Combined Schooland with St Edwards RC/CE ComprehensiveSchool.
With them it offers the benefits of a Catholic Church School which will
be best achievedthr ough the shared religious commitment of parents,
parish and school community. The School serves the parishes of St
Mary’s and St Anthony’s.
The Diocese’saim is to provide a place for every Catholic child in a
Catholic School where his or her faith is readily nur tured. The Church
also recognisesthe baptismal calling of other Christ ian denominations.
The school’s admissionnumber is 60.

In Reception placeswill be allocatedon an equal preferencebasis fr om
applications receivedby the closingdate. If there are too many
applications for the placesavailable applications will be considered by
the Governors in the following order.
The Local Author ity will then notify all parents/guardians of their
decision.

1. Looked after children
2. A baptised(or one who is currentlyenrolled in a sacramentalChurchprogramme)

Catholic child living within theparish boundariesof St.Mary'sor St.Anthony's,or a
baptisedCatholic child living outsidetheparish boundaries wherethereis no
provision for continuityof catholiceducation.

3. A baptisedCatholicchild (or onewho is currently enrolledin a sacramental Church
programme)living outsidetheabovenamedparishboundaries.

4. Baptisedchildrenof otherChristiandenominations(or who haveundertakena formal
service of dedicationaccordingto thepractice of anothermainstreamChristianChurch,that
is onewithin ChurchesTogether in Britain andNorthernIreland.)

5. All otherchildren.



THE BOUNDARIES OF PARISHES FEEDING DIRECT LY TO ST. MARY’S
SCHOOL ARE:

ST MARY’S, POOLE – South– SalternsWay, alongSandbanksRd to Salterns Rd, up
Salterns Rd, acrossParr St to St Peters Rd, up North Rd, up alongSpringfield Rd to the
roundabout, thenleft to RingwoodRd, to the roundabout,ParkstoneHeightsthen left of
RingwoodRd, DaleRd, FoxholesRd to enclose CanfordHeath,with Hamworthy,Upton
andLytchettMinister.

ST ANTHO NY’S, BROADSTONE – along Waterloo Rd up Gravel Hill, acrossto
BlandfordRd andsouthto Upton Rd includingCorfeMullen andCreekmoor.

Applications

Parentswho wish their children to beadmittedto theschoolshouldcomplete the
commonapplicationform andreturn it to the AdmissionsTeam,Pupil, Parentand Youth
Servicesby 12.00noonon thepublished closingdate set annually by thelocal authority.

STATEMENTS OF SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS: In accordancewith DfES
SpecialNeedsEducational NeedsCodeof Practice,theGovernorsarelegally requiredto
admit a child with Special Educational Needswhere there is a statementissuedby a
Local EducationalAuthority naming theschool. This will reduce accordingly thenumber
of places available. Prior consultation with the school Governors is part of this process
beforethe schoolis namedon the statement.This will reduceaccordingly the numberof
placesavailable.
“Looked afterchildren” arethosechildrenin thecareof theLocal Authority.

TheSupplementary Formshouldbecompletedby a priest/minister for criteria2, 3 and4
(seeabove)andreturned with thecompletedapplicationform to theLocal Authority.

Evidence of participation in the Rite of Catholic Initiation of Childrenprogramme,will
confera similar statusto that of a baptisedCatholicchild.

In eachcategory theGovernorswill consider applicationsin thefollowing orderof
priority:

1. a child whosesibling (a sibling is a full or half/stepbrother or sister living in the
same household)is still attendingthe school whenthechild is dueto enter.

2. a child who lives closestto theschool, basedon theshortestdistancefrom home
to school. Thedistanceis measuredby theshortest practicable walking route
usingpublic roadsandfootpathsfrom thechild'shomeaddressto the nearest
schoolgate,which is for theuseof pupils.This information is obtainedfrom the
Borough of Pooleandis measuredusinga GeographicalInformationSystem



If there are insufficient placesto accommodateall the children of multiple births (twins,
tripletsetc) the parentsof the children will be askedto nominatethe child or childrento
takeup theavailablenumberof places.
If thereareinsufficientplacesto accommodateall applicantsand thedistancecriterion is
used, applicantsliving in the same block of flats eligible for the remaining place/swill
havetheir namesdrawn as lots to seewho should be offered the place/s. An impartial
personwill drawthename/s.

The Governorscan consideronly one “home address” for each child. Where a child
spendstime with parentswith sharedparental responsibilityat morethan oneaddressthe
Governorswill consider the homeaddressas being wherethe prime carerresides.The
“prime carer” shall be determined as the parent/carerin whosenamethe Child Benefit
payment for theindividual child is made.

Applications for places in other year groupswill be considered following receipt of a
complete application, using the above over subscription criteria. Applications will
normallybeaccepted only for thechild’s National Curriculum YearGroup.

The schoolhasa waiting list for applicationsfor admissionto eachyeargroup.At each
consideration of applications all on the list are considered, together with new
applications,accordingto the over subscriptioncriteria.Lengthof time on the list is not
considered.Parentswho areunableto be offereda place areasked to inform the school,
in writing, thattheywish theapplicationto beon thewaiting list for thecurrent academic
year.

ShouldtheGovernors beunableto offer a place,theParent/Guardian is entitledto appeal
againstthis decision.This mustbemade,in writing, andaddressedto theClerk of
Governors,St Mary’s CatholicCombinedSchoolDevonRd Poole,BH 15 3QQ.
Information regarding the procedurewill thenbesentby theLEA.




