St Aldhelm’s SchoolAdmissionsPoalicy 2008/9

Introduction

St Aldhelm’s Churchof England Voluntary Aided CombinedSchoolaimsto serveits
communiy by providing an edua@tion of the highest quality within the context of
Chrigian belief and pradice. It en®muragesan undestanding of the mearng and
significanceof faith and promotesChristianvaluesthroughthe expeienceit offersto all
its pupils. Recognsing its historic foundation,the school will preserveand developits
religious characer in aceordancewith the principles of the Churchof Englandandin
partneship with the churche at parish anddiocesin level. However,parentsdo havethe
right to withdraw ther children from the daly Christian act of worship and from
Religious Educaton.

The GoverningBody of the schoolis the Admissons Authority.

The Puldished AdmissionNumber which is the maximumnumberof pupils that can be
admittedto a year group, is 60.

In accordancewith government legislation the governing body will consult with the
Local Authority, the Diocesan Board of Education and otherlocal schoolsannuallyin
regectof theadmissiongolicy.

All the admssion authorities within Pode operatean equd preference admissios
sydem. This meansghatall first, secondandthird preferenceapplicationsareconsdered
togethe. Thelocal authaity will offer the highes rankedpreferencegpossible.

Admisson to all Pook schoolswill bein acordane with the agreedorimary schene for
co-ordinatedadmissionarrangements2008/9.

Aims
The overriding aim of this policy is thatit shouldwork for the benefitof childrenand
parentstarersin our area.

The school aims to provide a place for children whose home addres is within the
primary designatedren, (defined as beng the areawithin the ecdesiasticalboundarieof
the paiish of St Aldhelms). In additionthe school adknowledges a seondarydesignated
area,which is the catchmat areadeterminedby the Local Authority.

Applications

Parentswho wish their children to be admitted to the school should completethe
commonapplicationform andreturn it to the Admissions Team in Pupil, Parent and
Youth Servicesby 12.00 noon on the published closing date set annually by the local
authority.

The purpose of the admissions policy of St Aldhelm’s Sdool is, whilst there are
adequatelacesto offer aplaceto all applicantsrrespectiveof genda, religion, ethnidty



or couwntry of origin, disability or academicability. Admissionsare, however,subgctto
there being adequée places available in the year group and adequateteaching
capaity/support. Admissionsare also subjec¢ to any constrants uponthe schoolby the
relevantauhority (Salishury Diocese DfES, Local Authority).

Notifi caion of the outcome of applicationswill be sentto parentson the date agreedwith
the Local Authority.

Oversubscription criteria

If the number of applications exceeds60 for any year group, the Goveming Body
will consider the following criteria to determine the priority order in which places
will be offered:

1. Childrenin thecare of the Local Authority (LookedAfter Children).

2. Children residentwithin the parish of St Aldhelm’s who are baptised in the
Church of Endand or who have had an alternative service of thanksgivimg
according to the practice of another mainstreamChristian Church (that is one
within Churcheslogetherin Britain andNorthernirelandy-.

3. Otherchildrenresidentwithin the parish of St Aldhelm’s.

4. Children residentin the Locd Authority’s designatedcachmentareafor the
schal and not residentin the parish of St Aldhelm’s who are baptised in the
Church of Endand or who have had an alternative service of thanksgivimg
according to the practice of anothermainstreamChristian Churd (that is one
within Churcheslogetherin BritainandNorthernireland).*

5. Otherchildrenresident in the Local Authority’s designatedachmentareafor the
schal andnotin the parishof St Aldhelm’s.

6. All otherchildrenwho arebaptisedn the Churchof Englandor who havehadan
alternatie serviee of thanksgving according to the practice of anothe
maingreamChristianChurch(that is onewithin ChurchesTogethelin Britain and
Northernlireland).*

7. All otherchildren.

* Parentsvould needto return a completal copyof FormA,(Informationin suppat of an
applicaton for a place at St Aldhelm’s Sdool), signed by a vicar/minister as prod of
baptismor of there having beena thanksgivingservice. This form would needto be
retumedto the Admissians Team, Boroughof Poolewith the mainapplicationform.

Where there are more applications than placesin any of the categories 1 — 7 abowve
the following will be consideredin order within ead of the abovecategoiies:

i) Siblings: Applicantswith a sibling in the schoolwho will continueto attend whenthe
applican is admitied. They will be consideredbeforeapplicants with no siblingsin the
schal. (For this purposethe term sibling is usedto describefull brotheg/sisters,half
brothergsisters, step brothes/sistes and children of co-habiting parents who are not
relatedby blood. It alsoindudesfoste children).

i) Medical needs: Applicants with medical needs. Applications for children with
significantclinical conditionsare to be supportedoy appropridge written evidencefrom



doctorsor psychdogistsgiving clea groundsas to why the schoolis the only schoolthat
canmeetthechild’s particular neats.

iii) Distance: In the event of a tie break,where applicantshaveequalpriority but there
are not sufficient placesavalable to offer all of thema place, the Governorswill decide
in favour of the apgdicant who lives nearestthe school. This will be measurel by the
sakstpractical walking routeusingthe centreline of public roadsandfootpathsfrom the
pupil’s home address to the nearst school gate tha is for the use of pupis usng a
Geogaphical Information System.If appliants live in the sameblock of flats the
allocationof placeswill bemadeby way of drawing lots.

Children with Statements of Spedal Educational Needs

In accordace with the Spedal Educatond NeedsCode of Pradice the Govanorsare
legally requiredto admita child with a Statemat of Special Educationd Needsissuedoy
the Local Authority in which the schoolis named. In the eventof this happenig these
pupis will beadmtited first andit will redwce accordingy thenumbe of places avaiable.

Prior consultationwith the Governorsis part of this processbeforethe schoolis namel

onthe Staement.Therefore the abovecriteriado not apply to anychild with a Staement
of SpecialEducationaNeals.

The homeaddress:

The schoolcan only considerone“homeaddres” for each child. Wherea child spends
time with parentswith shaed parental responsibilityat morethanoneaddeess,the school

will consder the homeaddressasbang wherethe prime carerresidesThe“prime carer”

shal bedeternined as the parent/caerin whosenamethe Child Bendit for theindividual

child is made.

Unsuccessfuapplications

In the event of an unsucessfulapplicationfor a child to attend St Aldhelm’s Schoola

parentmay requestthat the child’s nanme goeson the waiting list. Admisgons from the

waiting list will bein accordane with the prioritieslistedabove.Thelengh of time spent

on the waiting list is therebre not taken into congderation when a place becomes
availabk atthe school.In the eventof morethanonechild onthewaiting list meetingthe

samecriteria, thedeterminat will bethedistanceasdetailedin (iii) above.

If parens decideto appealagainstthe GoverningBody's dedsion notto offer a place,the
appealmust be madein writing and addresed to the Clerk to the Governors,c/o St
Aldhelm’s Combined CE VA School Winston Avenue, Branksome,Poole, Dorsd,
BH12 1PG Information regading the procedue will then be sentby the Local Authority.

Late applications

Applicationsreceived after the closingdatewill bedeemedbs “late applications” Late
applicatonswill only beconsideré if thereareplaces avalable afterall applications
receivedby the closingdatehavebeenconsidered.

Admissionto other year groups
Admisgonsaresubject to places beng availableandto the sameadmissionscriteria.



Withdrawing offers of place

Parentshoul notethat, shouldevidenceof afrauduent or intentiondly misleading
applicaton from a parentbe found (which effectively denied a parent with a stronger
claim anoffer of a place),the offer could bewithdrawn.This statemenis madein
accadancewith ‘School AdmissionsCodeof Pradice' (DfES 2006).

Looked after children
This meansany child whois in careof alocal authorityin accordane with section22 of
the ChildrenAct 19809.

Applicationsfrom separated parents.

Only one applicationcan be consderedfor ead pupil. Whereparentsare separatedt is
essentiathat agreement is reached by both parties concerningthe nominatedpreferred
schals. If ageenent cannot be reachedthe local authority will only considerthe
applicaton from the parentwho is the prime carerfor the child. The prime careris the
parentin whosenameChild Bendit paymentsaremade.

Applicationsfor children of multiple births.

If there are insufficient placesto acaommodateall the childrenof a multiple birth (i.e.
twins, triplets etc) the parentsof the children will be ased to nominatethe child or
childrento takeup the available numberof places.

Admissionto an agegroup which is not the correct agerelated national curriculum
year group.

Pupils will only be considerel for adnission to their correct age related National
Curriculum yeargroup.

Arrang ementsfor admissioninto Receptionclasses:

Children bornbetween1 Septenber2003 andthe 28 Februay 2004will attendpart
time in September2008movingto full time attendancafter the Autumnhalf term.
Parentof childrenbornbetwea 1 March2004and31 August2004candeferentryto
theReceptionYearuntil the startof Spring Term in January2009at which time the child
will atterd full-time.

Where anoffer of aplaceis madeto a child belowcompulsoryschml agethe parens
havetheright to defertheir child’s entry to schooluntil laterin theschoolyea. Theplace
is heldfor thatchild andis not avalable to be offeredto anotherchild.

Entry maynotbedefaredbeyondthe beginningof theterm afterthe child’s fifth
birthdaynor beyondthe academic year in which admissionis sought.

Enquiries about this policy should be addressedto the Clerk to the Governors, c/o
St Aldhelm’s School, Winston Avenue, Branksome, Poole, BH12 1PG (01202
715100)



