
St Aldhelm’s SchoolAdmissionsPolicy 2008/9

Introduction
St Aldhelm’s Churchof England Voluntary Aided CombinedSchoolaims to serveits
community by providing an education of the highest quality within the context of
Christian belief and practice. It encouragesan understanding of the meaning and
significanceof faith andpromotesChristianvaluesthroughtheexperienceit offers to all
its pupils. Recognising its historic foundation,the school will preserveand developits
religious character in accordancewith the principles of the Churchof Englandand in
partnership with thechurches at parish anddiocesan level. However,parentsdo havethe
right to withdraw their children from the daily Christian act of worship and from
ReligiousEducation.

TheGoverningBodyof theschoolis theAdmissionsAuthority.

The PublishedAdmissionNumber, which is the maximumnumberof pupils that can be
admittedto a year group,is 60.

In accordancewith government legislation the governing body will consult with the
Local Authority, the Diocesan Board of Education and other local schoolsannuallyin
respectof theadmissionspolicy.

All the admission authorities within Poole operatean equal preference admissions
system.This meansthat all first, secondandthird preferenceapplicationsareconsidered
together. Thelocal authority will offer thehighest rankedpreferencepossible.

Admission to all Poole schoolswill bein accordance with theagreedprimary scheme for
co-ordinatedadmissionarrangements2008/9.

Aims
The overriding aim of this policy is that it shouldwork for the benefit of children and
parents/carersin our area.

The school aims to provide a place for children whose home address is within the
primarydesignatedarea, (defined as being theareawithin theecclesiasticalboundariesof
the parish of St Aldhelms). In additionthe school acknowledges a secondarydesignated
area,which is thecatchment areadeterminedby theLocal Authority.

Applications
Parentswho wish their children to be admitted to the school should complete the
commonapplicationform andreturn it to the AdmissionsTeam in Pupil, Parent and
Youth Servicesby 12.00 noon on the published closing date set annually by the local
authority.

The purpose of the admissions policy of St Aldhelm’s School is, whilst there are
adequateplaces,to offer a placeto all applicantsirrespectiveof gender, religion,ethnicity



or country of origin, disability or academicability. Admissionsare,however,subject to
there being adequate places available in the year group and adequateteaching
capacity/support.Admissionsare also subject to any constraints upon the schoolby the
relevantauthority (Salisbury Diocese,DfES,Local Authority).

Notification of theoutcome of applicationswill besentto parentson thedate agreedwith
theLocal Authority.

Oversubscription criteria
If the number of applications exceeds60 for any year group, the Governing Body
will consider the following criteria to determine the priority order in which places
will be offered:

1. Childrenin thecare of theLocal Authority (LookedAfter Children).
2. Children residentwithin the parish of St Aldhelm’s who are baptised in the

Church of England or who have had an alternative service of thanksgiving
according to the practice of another mainstreamChristian Church (that is one
within ChurchesTogetherin Britain andNorthernIreland)*.

3. Otherchildrenresidentwithin theparish of St Aldhelm’s.
4. Children resident in the Local Authority’s designatedcatchment area for the

school and not residentin the parish of St Aldhelm’s who are baptised in the
Church of England or who have had an alternative service of thanksgiving
according to the practice of anothermainstreamChristian Church (that is one
within ChurchesTogetherin Britain andNorthernIreland).*

5. Otherchildrenresident in theLocal Authority’s designatedcatchmentareafor the
school andnot in theparishof St Aldhelm’s.

6. All otherchildrenwho arebaptisedin theChurchof Englandor who havehadan
alternative service of thanksgiving according to the practice of another
mainstreamChristianChurch(that is onewithin ChurchesTogetherin Britain and
NorthernIreland).*

7. All otherchildren.

* Parentswould needto return a completed copyof FormA,(Informationin support of an
application for a place at St Aldhelm’s School), signed by a vicar/minister as proof of
baptismor of there having beena thanksgivingservice.This form would needto be
returnedto theAdmissionsTeam, Boroughof Poolewith themainapplicationform.

Where there are more applications than placesin any of the categories 1 – 7 above
the following will be considered in order within each of the abovecategories:

i) Siblings: Applicantswith a sibling in the school who will continueto attend whenthe
applicant is admitted. They will be consideredbeforeapplicants with no siblings in the
school. (For this purposethe term sibling is usedto describe full brothers/sisters,half
brothers/sisters,step brothers/sisters and children of co-habiting parents who are not
relatedby blood.It alsoincludesfoster children).
ii) Medical needs: Applicants with medical needs.Applications for children with
significant clinical conditionsare to be supportedby appropriate written evidencefrom



doctorsor psychologistsgiving clear groundsas to why theschoolis theonly schoolthat
canmeetthechild’s particular needs.
iii) Distance: In the event of a tie break,where applicantshaveequalpriority but there
are not sufficient placesavailable to offer all of thema place, the Governorswill decide
in favour of the applicant who lives nearestthe school.This will be measured by the
safestpractical walking routeusingthecentreline of public roadsandfootpathsfrom the
pupil’s home address to the nearest school gate that is for the use of pupils using a
Geographical Information System. If applicants live in the same block of flats the
allocationof placeswill bemadeby wayof drawing lots.

Children with Statements of Special Educational Needs
In accordance with the Special Educational NeedsCode of Practice, the Governors are
legally requiredto admita child with a Statement of Special Educational Needsissuedby
the Local Authority in which the schoolis named. In the eventof this happening these
pupils will beadmitted first andit will reduceaccordingly thenumber of places available.
Prior consultationwith the Governorsis part of this processbeforethe school is named
on theStatement.Therefore, theabovecriteriado not apply to anychild with a Statement
of SpecialEducational Needs.

The homeaddress:
The schoolcan only considerone“homeaddress” for eachchild. Wherea child spends
time with parentswith shared parental responsibilityat morethanoneaddress,theschool
will consider thehomeaddressasbeing wheretheprimecarerresides.The“prime carer”
shall bedeterminedas the parent/carer in whosenametheChild Benefit for theindividual
child is made.

Unsuccessful applications
In the event of an unsuccessfulapplication for a child to attend St Aldhelm’s Schoola
parentmay requestthat the child’s name goeson the waiting list. Admissions from the
waiting list will bein accordance with theprioritieslistedabove.Thelength of time spent
on the waiting list is therefore not taken into consideration when a place becomes
available at theschool.In theeventof morethanonechild on thewaiting list meetingthe
samecriteria, thedeterminant will bethedistanceasdetailedin (iii) above.

If parents decideto appealagainstthe GoverningBody’s decision not to offer a place,the
appealmust be made in writing and addressed to the Clerk to the Governors,c/o St
Aldhelm’s Combined CE VA School, Winston Avenue, Branksome,Poole, Dorset,
BH12 1PG. Information regarding theprocedure will then besentby theLocal Authority.

Late applications
Applicationsreceived after theclosingdatewill bedeemedas “ lateapplications”.Late
applicationswill only beconsidered if thereareplaces available afterall applications
receivedby the closingdatehavebeenconsidered.

Admission to other year groups
Admissionsaresubject to places being availableandto thesameadmissionscriteria.



Withdrawing offers of place
Parentsshould notethat,shouldevidenceof a fraudulent or intentionally misleading
application from a parentbefound(which effectively denieda parent with a stronger
claim anoffer of a place),theoffer could bewithdrawn.This statementis madein
accordancewith ‘School AdmissionsCodeof Practice' (DfES 2006).

Looked after children
This meansanychild who is in careof a local authorityin accordance with section22 of
theChildrenAct 1989.

Applications from separated parents.
Only one applicationcan be consideredfor each pupil. Whereparentsareseparatedit is
essentialthat agreement is reached by both parties concerningthe nominatedpreferred
schools. If agreement cannot be reachedthe local authority will only consider the
application from the parent who is the prime carerfor the child. The prime careris the
parentin whosenameChild Benefit paymentsaremade.

Applications for children of multiple births.
If there are insufficient placesto accommodateall thechildrenof a multiple birth (i.e.
twins, tripletsetc)theparentsof thechildren will beasked to nominatethechild or
childrento takeup theavailable numberof places.

Admission to an agegroup which is not the correct agerelated national curr iculum
year group.
Pupils will only be considered for admission to their correct age related National
Curriculum yeargroup.

Arrang ementsfor admissioninto Receptionclasses:
Children bornbetween1 September2003 andthe28 February 2004will attendpart-
time in September2008movingto full time attendanceafter the Autumnhalf term.
Parentsof childrenbornbetween 1 March2004and31 August2004candeferentryto
theReceptionYearuntil thestartof Spring Term in January2009at which time thechild
will attend full -time.

Where anoffer of a placeis madeto a child belowcompulsoryschool agetheparents
havetheright to defertheir child’s entry to schooluntil laterin theschoolyear. Theplace
is heldfor thatchild andis not available to beofferedto anotherchild.

Entry maynot bedeferredbeyondthebeginningof theterm afterthechild’s fifth
birthdaynor beyondtheacademic year in which admissionis sought.

Enquiries about this policy should be addressedto the Clerk to the Governors, c/o
St Aldhelm’s School, Winston Avenue, Branksome, Poole, BH12 1PG (01202
715100)


