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1. CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Any comments on this report and any requests for further information should be made to: 
 
Miss Samantha Bennett 
Gifford 
6 Langdale Court 
Market Square  
Witney  
Oxfordshire 
United Kingdom 
OX28 6FG 
 
E-mail: samantha.bennett@gifford.uk.com 
 
 
Any general comments on LTP2 should be made to: 
 
Mr Ken Pearce 
Local Transport Plan Manager 
Borough of Poole 
St John's House 
Serpentine Road 
Poole  
Dorset 
BH15 2DX 
 
E-mail: k.pearce@poole.gov.uk 
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2. NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 
 

2.1 Introduction 
 
The South East Dorset Transport Advisory Group (SEDTAG) is coordinating the preparation of 
the five-year Local Transport Plan (LTP2), which covers the authorities of Bournemouth, Poole, 
Christchurch, parts of East Dorset and Purbeck (Verwood and Wareham are within this area).   
 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is required by law under the European Directive 
2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the 
environment (2001).  It came into force in the United Kingdom on July 20th 2004 and applies to 
the preparation and adoption of all plans and programmes after July 21st 2004 including South 
East Dorset’s LTP2.  In line with this Directive SEDTAG must therefore take account of 
environmental impacts (positive and negative) that could be caused by the implementation of 
LTP2.   
 
Gifford have therefore been commissioned by the Borough of Poole, on behalf of SEDTAG, to 
undertake a SEA of South East Dorset’s LTP2.  This report forms the Final SEA Environmental 
Report and summarises the main methods, findings and key achievements of the SEA process 
and how it has informed the development of the Final LTP2. 
 

2.2 Components of the SEA 
 
The main items scrutinised in the SEA were as follows: 
 

a) Alternative transport strategies 2006 – 2026; 
b) The provisional LTP2 transport strategy, 2006 – 2011; 
c) The major transport scheme options, 2011 – 2026, including the comparison of 

alternative alignments for certain schemes; and  
d) The draft objectives for LTP2, 2006 – 2026. 

 
 Alternative Transport Strategies for LTP2, 2006 - 2011 

 
SEDTAG consulted the public on three alternative transport strategies for South East Dorset. 
 
Strategy A - Existing Strategy: would continue with the sort of schemes which the 

Councils1 have delivered over LTP1; 
Strategy B -  More traffic restraint: would improve bus services, and try to restrain traffic 

growth; 
Strategy C - Less traffic restraint: would provide more new roads and junction 

improvements. 
 
These Strategic Transport Plans will be achieved by implementing a number a short term 
transport strategy under LTP2 and longer term transport options. 
 
LTP2 Transport Strategy  
 
The provisional LTP2 transport strategy for 2006 – 2011 includes the following: 
 
• Twin Sails Regeneration; 
• Park and Ride Facility at Riverside, Bournemouth; 

                                                      
1 The highway authorities of Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole. 
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• Prime Transport Corridor Junction Improvements and Traffic Management;  
• New/Refurbished Rail and Bus Stations in Poole; and 
• Minor Schemes (including passenger transport, walking, cycling and traffic management 

schemes).  
 
Long Term Transport Schemes 
 
Longer term transport schemes, up to 2026 include the following: 
 
• A31 to Poole Corridor Improvements; 
• Airport Link Road; 
• Further Prime Transport Corridor Junction Improvements (as above);  
• New Rail Station at Boscombe;   
• Three Park and Ride Facilities; and 
• Minor Schemes (as above). 
 

2.3 Key Achievements of the SEA 
 
The following section provides a summary of the findings of the SEA process and how it has 
contributed to the development of LTP2 and long term transport planning in South East Dorset.   
 
Development of Environmentally Friendly LTP2 Objectives 
 
The SEA process has contributed towards the development of a set of ‘environmentally friendly’ 
LTP2 Objectives.  The LTP2 Objectives focus the subsequent transport strategies and therefore 
need to promote the protection of the natural and built environment.  This will ensure that the 
preferred transport strategy does not negatively impact on the built or natural environment, and 
promotes sustainable development, as far as possible. 

 
Identification of Key Environmental and Social Constraints in South East Dorset 
 
The SEA has enabled the identification of key environmentally sensitive areas in South East 
Dorset.  In addition, through an assessment of the main problems faced in the region, key 
opportunities where LPT2 could contribute to improvements in the natural and social 
environment have been identified.  

 
Identification of Key Impacts Associated with LTP2 Strategy and Long Term Transport Options 

 
With a good understanding of the environmental and social constraints in South East Dorset, an 
assessment of the key impacts associated with the implementation of LTP2 and long term 
transport strategies was undertaken. This assessment looked at impacts on the following 
potentially sensitive receptors: 
 
• Biodiversity; 
• Air Quality; 
• Water Quality and Flooding; 
• Climatic Factors; 
• Human Health; 
• Population; 
• Material Assets; 
• Cultural Heritage; 
• Landscape and Townscape; and  
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• Soil. 
 
Where negative impacts were identified, measures to reduce their negative affect were 
designed as part of the SEA process.  Following the adoption of these mitigation measures the 
potential impacts associated with LTP2 and long term transport options was repeated.  This 
indicated that the following impacts would be created by the various strategies: 
 

Environmental 
Receptor 

Key Potential Impacts 

Biodiversity Negative impacts on internationally, nationally and locally designated 
sites and flora and fauna within the study area. 

Air Quality  Improved air quality within the main urban areas following reduced traffic 
congestion. 
A number of schemes could potentially have a localised negative impact 
on air quality due to increased local traffic. 

Water Quality and 
Flooding  

Increased flood risk due to increased impermeable areas and potential for 
contaminated run-off to water receptors impacting water quality.  River 
Moors and River Stour likely to be particularly sensitive.  

Climatic Factors Overall reductions in traffic congestion and therefore traffic emissions 
would reduce South East Dorset’s contribution to greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

Human Health  Reduced traffic volumes and congestion would improve health associated 
with local air pollution, improved access to health facilities and improved 
road safety.   

Population  Reduced traffic volumes and congestion would reduce noise levels 
associated with traffic, reduce stress experienced during congested 
periods and improve access to facilities and services across South East 
Dorset. 

Material Assets Improved transportation infrastructure.  Risk to existing buildings and 
public open spaces in areas local to transport schemes.  Opportunities to 
use secondary aggregates in construction. 

Cultural Heritage Potential disturbance to above and below ground features of cultural 
heritage importance and potential change in to setting of designated 
areas such as Conservation Areas and Listed Buildings. 

Landscape and 
Townscape 

Potential intrusion on landscape and townscapes in South East Dorset, 
which include Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  

Soil Potential to expose contamination risks through construction phase 
ground disturbance.  Loss of protected agricultural land.     

 
Table 1 – Summary of Key Impacts 

 
Analysis of Three Alternative Transport Strategies  

 
Following an assessment of environmental impacts associated with LTP2 and longer term 
transport options it was possible to assess the environmental impacts of the three alternative 
transport strategies for South East Dorset.   
 
This assessment showed that Strategy B, which promotes traffic restraint and sustainable forms 
of public transport, would have the most beneficial impact on the environment and positive 
contribution to the SEA Objectives.  However, impacts on the human environment would be less 
beneficial.  Strategy A, which promotes the existing Strategy, would have beneficial effects on 
both the natural and human environment (although not to the same extent as Strategy B) and 
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would contribute positively to the SEA Objectives.  Strategy C however, which promotes less 
traffic restraint, would have an overall negative impact on the natural environment and 
achievement of the SEA Objectives.     
 
It was therefore found that a combination of Strategies A and B would have the most positive 
impact on South East Dorset’s natural and built environment.   
 

2.4 Monitoring  
 
It is recommended that the impact of the implementation of LTP2 on the environment will be 
measured bi-annually over the timeframe of the plan.  This will allow action to be taken where 
unforeseen impacts occur. 
 

2.5 Next Stages 
 
The Final LTP2 and Final Environmental Report will be issued to the Department for Transport 
in March 2006.   
 




